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thinking, reflective, worshiping and creative 
self is the author's most profound hope and 
faith. 

E. SPENCER PARSONS 

Hyde Park Baptist Church 
Chicago 

Logic and Faith: A Study of the Relations be- 
tween Science and Religion. By WALTER E. 
STUERMANN. Philadelphia: Westminster 
Press, 1962. 192 pages. $4.50. 
This book is one volume in the "Westmin- 

ster Studies in Christian Communication." As 
its subtitle suggests, the book is an attempt to 
explore possible areas of communication be- 
tween science and religion. The author states 
in his preface that it is not his intention to 
"reconcile" science and religion systematical- 
ly but to contend that they "can at certain 
points supplement each other." 

In doing so, however, Stuermann overlooks 
certain problems surrounding the relationship 
of religion and science and neglects certain 
features of the nature of religion, with the re- 
sult that his book suffers from a too abstract 
treatment of its subject and sometimes con- 
fuses rather than communicates. 

For example, the author's thesis argues that 
both religion and science have "underlying 
logics of inquiry" which can be compared and 
contrasted. Both are "problem-solving proc- 
esses" which develop hypotheses that can be 
used as guides for conduct (p. 175). Religion, 
like science, "is a way in which men deal with 
their problems" and the status of the idea of 
God parallels that of a scientific hypothesis 
"employed in the problem-solving process" 
(p. 175). Both science and religion have their 
contribution to make to life; man "can par- 
take of both and thrive on the mixed diet" 
(p. 22). 

Two major factors are overlooked in this 
kind of approach. First, the connection of sci- 
ence with the encroachment of secularism and 
the atrophying of religious sensibilities is neg- 
lected, making for a rather abstract and 
formal treatment of the problem. Is it enough 
to tell the man whose imaginative capacity 
can no longer allow a response to be evoked 
from him to that which is ultimate in mean- 
ing and significance that the "science-religion 
dilema [is not] a sound one"? Stuermann 

makes a passing bow to the forces of secular- 
ism in the first part of his introduction but 
proceeds about his business as if that were 
enough. 

Second, is it adequate to define religion 
as a method of inquiry similar to science--a 
method by which man brings unity into his 
world? "Both science and religion are human 
inquiries directed to the end of understanding 
the world. Both exhibit a common logical func- 
tion in their processes of inquiry, attempting 
to comprehend the world under one, unifying 
concept" (p. 73). Hence "the theological for- 
mulation termed 'God' is a rationalization of 
human experience" (p. 73). Religion, for 
Stuermann, is a way in which man controls 
his world (p. 111), finds unity in it, and 
strives to create a healthy personality--one 
"characterized by integrity, compassion, and 
humility" (p. 101). Stuermann overlooks that 
dimension of religion that we call "grace"; he 
fails to see that a fundamental characteristic 
of religious man is his awareness of his crea- 
turehood-his dependence on that which is 
precisely unmanageable, uncontrollable. 

Certain of Stuermann's interpretations of 
biblical passages are also unfortunate. He says 
of the Tower of Babel story that "God feared 
the power that comes to man with the use of 
clear and consistent speech" (p. 113). And 
then he goes on to add that the real meaning of 
this story "is the message concerning the criti- 
cal importance of communication for human 
life. It is a semantic foreword to the Bible" 
(p. 114). 

In spite of these critical remarks, however, 
it must be added that Stuermann does present 
much material-particularly that dealing with 
the nature of science-which is helpful in un- 
derstanding science. And this reviewer finds 
his discussion of the problem of evil and the 
nature of God in chapter xii the most re- 
warding part of his book. 

CLARK M. WILLIAMSON 

University of Chicago 

The Existentialist Theology of Paul Tillich. 
By BERNARD MARTIN. New York: Bookman 
Associates, 1963. Preface +221 pages. $5.00. 
This is the second of four recent books to 

appear on the thought of Paul Tillich. The 
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first was written from a Roman Catholic per- 
spective by Father Tavard; the author of the 
present volume, Bernard Martin, is a Jewish 
rabbi. Unlike Tavard's book, however, the 
work under consideration here cannot be said 
to bring about a "dialogue" between two differ- 
ent traditions at any point of central difference 
or central agreement. Rather, Martin's inten- 
tion is to exposit Tillich's anthropology and to 
evaluate it "from a philosophical point of 
view" (Preface). Only in a few places, such 
as the author's criticism of Tillich's doctrine 
of creation (pp. 129, 137), does he explicitly 
bring the resources of the Jewish faith critical- 
ly to bear on the content of Tillich's ideas. 

Believing that "the doctrine of man is of 
central importance and constitutes the basis 
of his whole theological system" (Preface, ital- 
ics mine)-a claim the latter part of which is 
highly questionable-Martin's concern centers 
in Tillich's anthropology. He is not concerned 
with the adequacy of the theological aspect of 
Tillich's doctrine, insofar as that is separable 
from his anthropology. Martin proceeds by 
examining the relation of philosophy to theolo- 
gy in Tillich, looking at reason and revelation, 
the structure of man's being and man's es- 
trangement and, finally, at Tillich's under- 
standing of the sources for healing man's es- 
trangement. In the latter, of course, the author 
is led, as elsewhere, into an analysis of Til- 
lich's doctrines of God and Christ. 

Martin's exposition of Tillich is straightfor- 
ward and standard, providing neither new in- 
sights into Tillich's thought nor anything that 
one who has studied Tillich does not already 
know. And there are occasional interpretations 
of Tillich with which one is prone to disagree, 
but the elaboration of these various disagree- 
ments is not the intent of this review. 

The major difficulty which Martin's book 
poses for this reviewer arises when Martin 
remarks that he will attempt to criticize Til- 
lich from "a philosophical point of view" 
(italics mine). Martin does not tell us from 
what philosophical point of view he is operat- 
ing. As a result, his criticisms have the charac- 
ter of being thrown out in broadcast, buckshot 
fashion. At one point we are told that Tillich's 
use of analogy in deriving ontology from an- 
thropology is "far-fetched" (p. 107). But we 
are not given the criterion for the legitimate 
use of analogy by which yardstick Tillich's use 
is measured and found wanting. The author 
cites other thinkers who disagree with or fail to 

support Tillich, but he does so without indi- 
cating the relationship of their position to 
his own. For example, he notes that psycholo- 
gists (Allport) do not corroborate Tillich's 
idea of "basic anxiety" (p. 111), that Nels 
Ferre does not find Tillich's Christology his- 
torically justifiable (p. 177) (a type of point 
with which Martin says, in the Preface, he 
will not be concerned) and that Loomer finds 
Tillich's understanding of actual, individual 
concrete human beings deficient (p. 136), and 
so on. 

While one may agree or disagree with some 
of the criticisms Martin cites, they lack unity 
in Martin's own work; their source is not a 
single perspective belonging to the author; the 
work does not have unity of its own. Not 
surprisingly, therefore, the book has no con- 
clusion; after the last analysis-of Tillich's 
understanding of the source of man's courage 
and the healing of man's estrangement-it just 
stops. We are not told what it all comes to, 
whether we should accept Tillich or reject 
him, or accept him and modify him and, if 
the latter, what direction our modification 
should take. Nor is an alternative point of 
view articulated at the points where Tillich is 
criticized. In short, what the author's intention 
in writing the book was is not clear. 

CLARK M. WILLIAMSON 

University of Chicago 

Karl Barth: An Introduction to His Early 
Theology, 1910-1931. By THOMAS F. TOR- 
RANCE. London: SCM Press, 1962. 231 
pages. $5.00. 
Dr. T. F. Torrance, co-editor of the now 

complete English translation of the monumen- 
tal Kirchliche Dogmatik of Karl Barth and 
well-known theologian in his own right, has of 
late given much attention to the early Barth. 
In 1962, SCM Press published a translation of 
significant essays written by Barth during the 
years 1920-28 entitled Theology and Church, 
for which Dr. Torrance wrote a lengthy intro- 
duction. The present book provides a much 
fuller and more extensive treatment of the 
early Barth than the foregoing. Strangely 
enough, the genesis and development of the 
early Barth had not received any full-scale 
treatment in English prior to Torrance's study. 
To be sure, English studies by Birch Hoyle 
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